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A sad legacy of pollution on a former chemical plant site could give way to clean energy production and

give new life to a property that has sat empty for years because of its past.

The LCP Chemical site on Ross Road, just off of U.S. Highway 341 north of Brunswick, was named as a

Superfund site in 1996, two years after it closed. Since then, the slow-moving and often cumbersome

process of a federally monitored cleanup has left it mostly unused, save for the activity generated by

the pollution remediation. Other than that, Glynn County built the new jail on 35 acres of the property.

With the jail now on a portion of the property and the well-known history of pollution by a number of

industrial operations from 1914 to 1994, it seems unlikely the site will ever be redeveloped in any

usable way.

That is unless its usefulness can go add to a growing trend of solar energy being produced along our

coast and right here in Glynn County. The idea was presented this week to the Glynn County

Commission at a work session on Tuesday.

Georgia Power, which happens to be one of the responsible parties along with Honeywell, the current

owner, for the cleanup of the site, could make great use of about 21 of the 88 acres of upland at the

facility by building a solar farm there. Most of the property is exposed and not shaded, it is tucked away

mostly out of sight from passersby and it will likely not be attractive for other uses.
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A solar farm makes sense there. The sun is the most abundant source of energy in our solar system. It

provides enough to cure all of our energy needs, but it must be harnessed to do so. Creatively using a

property forever burdened by nasty contaminants is a good way to gussy up that pig and make it

presentable.

Building anything there will come with many hurdles and it will not likely be cheap, but we don’t

foresee many other viable options. Besides, the three megawatts of power that could be produced

there and sold to Georgia Power would eventually pay for the construction and provide some revenue

back to the county, according to county of�cials.

There is still plenty of work to be done to determine if the project is viable, but it is certainly worth

exploring.

We wish the pollution had never happened. We wish the site could one day be a bustling development,

or even better, public, open space along the marsh. That is sadly not likely in any of our lifetimes.

What is possible is producing the cleanest and most renewable energy known.


