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Group seeks to preserve Twitty park 
Lawsuit Filed to stop county, Sea Island 
land swap deal 
 

 
 
By TAYLOR COOPER, The Brunswick News 

 

A local environmental coalition says a 92-year-old park on St. Simons Island should remain open 

to the public and has filed a lawsuit in an attempt to stop a land swap deal between Glynn 

County and Sea Island that would pave the way for a traffic roundabout being built on top of it. 

 

The Glynn Environmental Coalition and Jane Fraser filed the lawsuit on behalf of family 

members of T.L. Cain, the man who dedicated the land in a will to Glynn County in 1924 to 

become a public  park. 

 

Twitty Park is situated on the northeastern and southeastern corners of Sea Island Road’s 

intersection with Frederica Road.  

 

Sea Island Propco II, a subsidiary of Sea Island Acquisitions, said in a response to the lawsuit 

that as the current owner of the property, it has the right to make the land swap. 

 

“The Glynn Environmental Coalition and Jane Fraser (a family member of the person that gave 

the park to Glynn County) brought the action to preserve Twitty Park. We became aware that it 

had been nibbled away and there was indications that its status as a park was going to be lost,” 

said Daniel Parshley, project manager for the coalition. “We noticed ourselves that there had 

been some encroachments on the park and those were being approved by the county.” Parshley 

said the county has not been showing any compulsion to preserve the park for the public’s 

enjoyment, as stipulated in Cain’s 1924 will. 

 

According to the will, “the second tract of land is conveyed for the purpose of a park for the use 

and benefit of the public.” The will goes on to state that “It is understood and agreed that if the 

lands should ever cease to be used for such purposes then the title shall revert to the first party.” 

The “first party” refers to T.L. Cain, but the portion of the will attached to the lawsuit does not 

mention his heirs. 

 

The second tract refers to the park in its current state, although Parshley argues that the will 

didn’t give the county the authority to lay the Sea Island Causeway through it, separating it into 

two halves. 

 

“This is a new concept: we’re going to address the issue before the trees are cut down, not after. 

This corridor sort of defines Sea Island, it’s a gateway to the island,” Parshley said. “Already 



there are some projects that some don’t feel are in the character of (St. Simons Island), so this is 

just as much about maintaining the character of the island.” 

 

The lawsuit claims that Glynn County did not have the authority to transfer the park many years 

ago to the Sea Island Co. in the irst place, and because of this all subsequent transfers of the park 

are void. 

 

The lawsuit’s main goal is to make either the county or Sea Island take responsibility for upkeep 

of the park for public enjoyment, Parshley said. 

 

The county responded to the lawsuit by denying that the coalition and Fraser have any claim to 

the relief requested and by denying that they broke the agreement set out in Cain’s will. Sea 

Island has the only rights to the property belonging to it or whomever they sell it to.  

 

The company’s response to the lawsuit states, among other things, that the statute of limitations 

likely applies and that the lawsuit violates the rule against perpetuities, which prevents an 

individual from tying up land for too long a period after their death. 

 

Parshley said that the coalition will be filing it’s response to the county and Sea Island by April 

12. 

 

The GEC is holding two picnics at Twitty Park in an attempt to raise awareness among the 

people that use the park and to garner more support from the public. “There’s a lot of interest 

groups that use the park, like bikers and people that take walks through it, and as we talk to these 

people they’re not aware that the park’s status is going to change,” Parshley said. “This is a 

special area, and I think we’re poised for a renaissance, so we want to keep it special and remind 

people why it’s special” 

 

The first picnic is set to take place from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday and the second will be held 

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 16 in Twitty Park. 

 

• Reporter Taylor Cooper writes about county government and other local topics. Contact him at 

tcooper@thebrunswicknews. com or at 265-8320, ext. 324. 


