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Terry Creek cleanup agreement opens for comment

By WES WOLFE wwolfe@thebrunswicknews.com  Jun 23, 2018

The consent decree between Hercules and the federal Environmental Protection Agency on the Terry

Creek outfall site opened to public comment Friday, but there is already dissatisfaction with the

agreed terms between the regulatory body and the chemical company.

Daniel Parshley of the Glynn Environmental Coalition said the experiments the EPA used to observe

the breakdown of toxaphene — the main pollutant of concern at the federal Superfund site — don’t

stand up for an apples-to-apples comparison. The Terry Creek site is comprised of both dry land and

water. Hercules discharged toxaphene-contaminated waste into the water for decades.

Parshley said the EPA experiments, however, were conducted in �elds in the same manner someone

might want to observe the breakdown of pesticides used on crops. Hercules produced toxaphene from

1948 to 1980 as an agricultural pesticide.

“The EPA admits they don’t know how the pesticide was manufactured, what chemicals are in the

pesticide, or what was released into the outfall ditch,” Parshley said in a statement. “Overall, the

consent decree was shocking in how much the EPA �at got wrong about how the pesticide and wastes

were produced at the Hercules plant.”

The EPA admits in a response to a city of Brunswick comment on the then-proposed plan— parts of

which are repurposed for other responses to other people and groups — that it doesn’t know the

toxicity of toxaphene that’s been exposed to the elements for as long as what still remains in the

sediment at the outfall site.

“While progress has been made on the analytical method there are still uncertainties relating to the

toxicity of toxaphene breakdown products making it dif�cult to develop a cleanup number for

weathered toxaphene at this time for (the outfall site),” according to the response. “In January of 2016,
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EPA Region 4 requested assistance from the National Center for Environmental Assessment to

develop toxicity information relating to weathered toxaphene which then may be used to develop

cleanup numbers.

“When an EPA toxicity value for weathered toxaphene is available, the EPA will reassess the potential

risks associated within (the outfall site) to determine if further actions are needed.”

According to the consent decree, which was �led with the U.S. District Court in Brunswick on May 16,

Hercules assumes responsibility for the site but “does not admit to any liability arising out of the

transactions or occurrences alleged in the complaint, nor does it acknowledge that the release or

threatened release of hazardous substance(s) at or from the site constitutes an imminent and

substantial endangerment to the public health or welfare or the environment.”

Hercules is also to pay the EPA $153,009.53 for the agency’s work at the site, and must show it has the

�nancial wherewithal to cover the $4.48 million it’s anticipated will be needed to complete work at the

site.

Public comment on the consent decree began Friday and lasts through Aug. 21. Documents, including

the consent decree, are available online at justice.gov/enrd/consent-decree/us-v-hercules-llc.
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