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 Islanders protest 

 

Last Saturday a group of St. Simons Island residents, along with the Glynn Environmental Coalition, 

gathered at the intersection of Frederica Rd. and Sea Island Rd. to let it be known they do not want Glynn 

County to use Twitty Park for anything other than a park. Islander Staff Photo - Permar   

 Group demonstrates to save Twitty Park 

By Pamela Permar Shierling   

 A group of citizens concerned about keeping Twitty Park on St. Simons Island as a county park, 

demonstrated at the park on Saturday.In January Glynn Environmental Coalition, Inc., (GEC) 

along with concerned citizens, filed a law suit which asked the court to declare Twitty Park a 

public park that must be maintained by Glynn County into perpetuity. 

Twitty Park, a 92-year-old park, is located on the northeast and southeast quadrants of the Sea 

Island Road / Frederica Road intersection. 



The park was originally donated by T.L. Cain in 1924 as a public park for Glynn County 

residents and visitors. 

Background 

According to the GEC lawsuit Glynn County maintained Twitty Park as a public park from 

January 16, 1924 to April 26, 1982 when it was deeded to the then Sea Island Company 

(SIC).Prior to deeding it to the SIC the county bisected the park to build the Sea Island 

Causeway connecting Sea Island and St. Simons Island. 

The deed to SIC specifically required the property to be held as a park for public use. SIC 

accepted the property with the understanding that it would hold and maintain the property ‘for 

the purpose of a park for the use and benefit of the public’ and for no other purpose.SIC also 

accepted the Twitty Park property with an obligation to hold Twitty Park at its own cost and 

expense and maintain it as a public park. 

The lawsuit also claims that Glynn County granted SIC two private access easements across the 

northern portion of Twitty Park. 

The suit claims Glynn County did not have the authority to do that. 

The lawsuit asks that the court: Enter an order declaring that (i) Glynn County’s actions resulting 

in the transfer of Twitty Park to SIC were ultra vires (beyond one’s legal power or authority), (ii) 

the conveyance of Twitty Park from Glynn County to SIC and all subsequent transfers of Twitty 

Park are void, (iii) Glynn County cannot alienate or abandon Twitty Park’s use as a public park, 

including the development of Twitty Park for a roundabout or other roadwork, without the 

approval by referendum of the citizens of Glynn County, 

Twitty - Continued from Page 1  

 

and (iv) Glynn County is obligated to maintain Twitty Park for the public’s use and benefit in 

accordance with the Cain Deed and the public trust.  

Currently  
In recent months the Glynn County Commission and Sea Island Acquisitions (SIA) have 

discussed a land swap that would include a portion of Twitty Park that the county would use for 

road improvements including a possible round-about.  

 

Along with strips of the northern and southern portions of Twitty Park bordering Frederica Rd., 

SIA is offering a portion of land along the north edge of Sea Island Rd. immediately east of the 

Dunbar Creek Bridge.  

 

In exchange SIA would receive a large piece of land between the Dunbar Creek Wastewater 

Treatment Plant and SIA’s existing employee parking lot. The swap would allow the company to 

enlarge their parking lot.  

 



The entirety of Twitty Park was not included in the original swap offer. Only the narrow strips 

along Frederica Rd.  However, no final decision has been made by the county commission re-

garding the land swap as yet.  

 

The law suit names Sea Island Acquisitions Propco II, LLC and Glynn County as defendants. 

When Sea Island Company was sold to SIA, LLC the park was part of the transaction.  

 

Glynn County and SIA have responded to the GEC lawsuit asking for its dismissal based on the 

county having sovereign immunity, plaintiffs have no actionable interest in the property, 

plaintiffs are not heirs to the original grantor and have no standing to bring the lawsuit.  

 

The plaintiffs’ response to Glynn County’s motion to dismiss states the County has misconstrued 

and mis-characterized the Cain Deed and ignored the Public Trust, the County is not subject to 

sovereign immunity in this case, the plaintiffs have standing as public interest plaintiffs and as 

property owners in Twitty Park, and the relief sought is public in nature; not pecuniary.  

 

The plaintiffs’ response asks that the County’s request for dismissal be denied.  

 

Daniel Parshley, GEC Director, said, “We are not arguing the ownership of the park. It was 

deeded to the county. If this park is given away, then they can give away the county can give 

away Gascoigne and Mallery Park.”  

 

“There is no reason to take this park for a roundabout,” Parshley said.  


