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Superfund Process: What Happens Next? 

The Superfund process has many steps. Each of the three Brunswick sites is at 

different steps in the process.  

The Remedial Investigation involves more testing of the site to determine 

the health risk to humans, animals, and plants from the harmful chemicals lo-

cated at the site. A list of cleanup options is created as part of a Feasibility 

Study if the health r isks are above allowable amounts. 

A Feasibility Study looks at each of the cleanup options being considered 

for the site to figure out the best cleanup that will protect human health and the 

environment from current or future exposure to the site chemicals. Cleanup can 

be accomplished in different ways, so the cleanup options must be compared to 

each other. After all the alternatives in the Feasibility Study have been re-

viewed, one is selected and published as the Proposed Plan to clean up the site. 

After the Proposed Plan, a Record of Decision is written.  

The Record of Decision is a document stating how a site will be cleaned up and 

the long-term monitoring that will be put in place. Next, the Remedial Design 

is developed, approved (or denied and then revised), and implemented in the 

Remedial Action phase, which is the physical cleanup process. 



Background 

The Brunswick Wood Preserving Site housed wood treat-
ment and preserving operations from 1958 to 1991. Regu-
lar use of  chemicals such as creosote, pentachlorophenol, 
and copper chromium arsenate contaminated the site’s 
groundwater and soil and requires long-term cleanup. Oth-
er chemicals of concern include dense non-aqueous phase 
liquids and sediment chemicals such as naphthalene, ben-
zene, and semi-volatile organic compounds. The cleanup 
is managed in two parts, 1) the Upland, or site-wide soils, 
sediments, and groundwater and 2) the ecological risks in 
Burnett Creek and other surface waters.    

 

 
Current Activities 
 In situ stabilization of the shallow creosote located 

outside the Western Containment Area completed. 
 Most of the transducers used in the groundwater study 

at the Western Containment Area will stop being used 
while others will be left in place for the State to use for 
long term operations and maintenance.  

 The Eastern Containment Area water extraction and 
treatment system will be upgraded for long term use 

 Permanent onsite burial of excess in situ stabilization 
soils east of the Eastern Containment Area. 

 Additional monitoring wells will be installed where 
soils were treated last year and two will stop being 
used. 

 More land restoration including topsoil and re-seeding 
will take place.  

 Additional sampling of site monitoring wells will be 
conducted. 

 Surveying will be conducted to support the easement 
and covenants planned for the site. 

 A Remedial Action Report will be prepared document-
ing the recent activities at the site along with previous 
site work. 

 

Brunswick Wood Preserving 

LCP Chemical Site/Turtle River 

Historical Highlights 

1997: Site added to the National Priorities List 

June 1998: Remedial Investigation Report 

June 2001: Final Feasibility Study (Upland) 

June 2002: Record of Decision 

September 2012: Five Year Site Review 

December 2013: All groundwater treatment 

discontinued 

March 2014: Seven new wells installed to measure 

groundwater levels 

November 2015: Explanation of Significant Difference 

 

Next Step: Remedial Action Report 

Background  

From the 1920s through 1994, various industries (i.e. oil 

refinery, electrical power, paint/varnish, and a chlor-alkali 

chemical plant) used this site. Contaminants, including 

polychlorinated biphenyls, mercury, lead, dioxins, and 

cancer-causing hydrocarbons, are still present as runoff and 

are impacting the soil, groundwater, tidal marsh sediment, 

and marsh plants and animals. The site cleanup is being 

managed in three parts, 1) the estuary, 2) the groundwater, 

and 3) the upland soils and sediments. 

Current Activities 

 The Consent Decree and Statement of Work for the 

estuary were released in July 2016. The Consent 

Decree is a legal agreement between the EPA and the 

party responsible for polluting  the site and is used to 

recover cleanup costs.  

 The Unopposed Motion to Enter Consent Decree and 

Response to Comments was released May 2017 



Background 

From 1948 to 1980, the Hercules Brunswick pesticide 

production facility discharged their wastewater into 

Dupree Creek, which flows into Terry Creek. The 

wastewater contained toxaphene, a pesticide, which is still 

present in the outfall ditch sediments, Terry and Dupree 

Creek sediments, and dredge disposal areas. The site con-

sists of three disposal areas and the Hercules Outfall 

Ditch.  

Current Activities 

An Interim Record of Decision (and the Responsiveness 

Summary?) has been released. 

July 2017: The Interim Record of Decision includes the 

following major components of the interim remedy: 

 re-routing the discharge into new conveyance channel 

 backfilling the outfall ditch over geo-textile fabric 

 armoring the backfill slope 

 seeding and stabilizing the disturbed areas 

 Periodic inspections, maintenance, and sediment re-
moval 

 Development of long term monitoring plan 

 

Current Activities 

 A court hearing for the Consent Decree was held June 
30, 2017. 

 The Draft Technical Memorandum for the Uplands is 
still under review by EPA 

 The reports presenting the results of the Phase 3 sparg-
ing and groundwater sampling is still under review by 
EPA.  

Terry Creek/Hercules Outfall 

 Historical Highlights 

August 1980:  Site discovery 

1995: Remedial Investigations/Feasibility Studies 

begin 

1996: Site added to the National Priorities List 

July 2011: Human Health Baseline Risk Assessment 

for the Estuary and for the Uplands Soils 

March 2013: Estuary Feasibility Study Tech Memo 

April 2013: Final Uplands Feasibility Study Tech-

nical Memo 

June 2014: Estuary Feasibility Study 

November 2014: Estuary Proposed Plan 

October 2015: Record of Decision/Responsiveness 

Summary 

July 2016: The Consent Decree and Statement of 

Work 

May 2017: Unopposed Motion to Enter Consent 

Decree and Response to Comments 

 

Next Steps: Uplands and Groundwater reports 

 Historical Highlights  

1997: Site proposed for the National Priorities 

List but never finalized 

1999: EPA enters into agreement with Hercules 

to conduct a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility 

Study 

2001: Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 

Work Plan submitted but work suspended 

December 2014: Focused Remedial Investiga-

tion/Feasibility Study for the Outfall Ditch 

June 2015: Proposed Plan for Outfall Ditch 

July 2017: Interim Record of Decision (and the 

Responsiveness Summary?) 

 

Next step: Remedial Design for Interim Remedy 

Outfall ditch at the LCP Chemicals Site          Photo by James Holland 
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Current and Upcoming Activities 

Brunswick Wood Preserving 

Additional sampling and groundwater monitoring 

will continue. 

A Remedial Action Report needs to be completed 

and released to the public. 

 

LCP Chemicals Site 

 An Upland Groundwater Remedial Investigation and 

Feasibility Study needs to be completed and re-

leased to the public. 

Results of the third phase of carbon dioxide sparging 

and groundwater monitoring  need to be complet-

ed and released to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Creek 

The Interim Record of Decision is scheduled to be 

released soon.  

 

Brunswick Wood Preserving Site: Treated soil stockpile 

relocation   Photo: Black&Veatch 


