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EPA, Hercules �le consent decree for Terry Creek outfall

By WES WOLFE wwolfe@thebrunswicknews.com  May 29, 2018

The next step in the cleanup of a Superfund site off U.S. Highway 17 went forward May 16 when

attorneys for the federal Environmental Protection Agency and chemical company Hercules lodged a

proposed consent decree in U.S. District Court in Brunswick.

The consent decree would put into motion directives speci�ed in the interim remedy for the Terry

Creek outfall, which is just north of the F.J. Torras Causeway. The plan, to deal with toxaphene-

contaminated sediment, is to reroute the current discharge into a concrete-lined channel, with a “geo-

textile fabric (placed) over existing sediment in the outfall ditch.” There is also a long-term monitoring

component.

Environmentalists have criticized the plan as attempting to cover up the problem instead of properly

cleaning up the site.

A �nal decision on the consent decree will come following a 30-day public comment period after the

decree is published in the Federal Register.

Part of the consent decree is that even though Hercules is to assume responsibility for the site, it will

not be responsible for what the company, over an estimated 32 years, put into the site — wastewater

containing toxaphene.

As stated in the document, Hercules “enters into this (consent decree) and does not admit any liability

to (the EPA) arising out of the transactions or occurrences alleged in the complaint, nor does it

acknowledge that the release or threatened release of hazardous substance(s) at or from the site

constitutes an imminent and substantial endangerment to the public health or welfare or the

environment.”

Hercules, also, is to pay the EPA $153,009.48 for its work at the site, then demonstrate it secured

�nancial assistance of more than $4.48 million to ensure completion of work at the site.
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