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Letters and Opinion 

EPA Out in the Farmers’ Field 

Local environmental groups are questioning the proposed agreement between the EPA and 

Hercules to cover up 107 years’ worth of chemical plants wastes in the outfall ditch to Terry 

Creek. The EPA recently released their responses to questions, comments, and concern from 

local government agencies, citizens, and environmental organizations. 

 

The EPA’s response to public comments on the Terry Creek Consent Decree goes into great 

detail about how the pesticide, branded and sold as Toxaphene, breaks down in farmers’ 

fields.  

 

“Unfortunately this is not relevant since the pesticide manufacturing wastes were dumped 

into a water body,” said Daniel Parshley, project manager for the Glynn Environmental 

Coalition. The EPA’s administrative record the states that toxaphene released to water will 

not significantly biodegrade and will bioconcentrate in aquatic organisms.  

 

The recently released Consent Decree for the Terry Creek Superfund Site has revealed a lot 

of EPA confusion about what was produced at the Hercules Plant. 

 

“The EPA admits they don’t know how the pesticide was manufactured, what chemicals are 

in the pesticide, or what was released into the outfall ditch,” Parshley continued. “Overall, 

the consent decree was shocking in how much the EPA flat got wrong about how the 

pesticide and wastes were produced at the Hercules plant.” 

 

From 1948 to 1980, the Hercules plant released pesticide manufacturing wastes to Terry 

Creek through the outfall ditch. “EPA seems to fail to realize that we’re not looking at 

broken down pesticide in a farmer’s field but rather pesticide manufacturing wastes in an 

estuary,” said Parshley. 

 

“Regardless of the EPA’s decision about how poisonous the poison is, the fact still remains 

that we have 107 years’ worth of wastes from a chemical plant that need to be cleaned up,” 

said Parshley. “Hopefully the EPA will get on with the task at hand without another  



22 year delay.” 

 

Dr. Peter DeFur, president and owner of the consulting firm Environmental Stewardship 

Concepts, LLC and who consults for the GEC, is currently working on a Technical 

Assistance Report concerning the EPA’s response to community questions, comments, and 

concerns. “We expect to have the report completed within the month,” said Parshley. 
 


