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Pilot project kicks off at LCP Chemicals site
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For those looking to turn up the pace of cleanup at the LCP Chemicals Superfund site, work is

continuing, but it is not going quickly.

Friday, the federal Environmental Protection Agency announced the responsible parties for the site —

Honeywell and Georgia Power — are working on a pilot study covering two-thirds of an acre of

contaminated marshland.

“The pilot study will involve sediment sampling for marsh contaminants, before a thin-layer cover is

applied and then resampling of the covered areas several times after application,” according to the EPA

statement. “The study will also provide data to advance the design of the full-scale remedy and enable

the development of effective techniques to minimize disruption to the marsh.”

After installation of the cover, there are to be two full years of monitoring.

Cleanup began at the site in 1994, following closure of the facility, and it reached the list of Superfund

sites in 1996. The EPA, working with the state Environmental Protection Division, issued cleanup

details for the 670-acre marsh area in September 2015, with the $29 million agreement �nalized in

July 2017. However, the remedial design is not expected until late 2020, hence the two years of

monitoring described in the Friday announcement.

The length of time to �nish cleanup of the site became a topic of discussion at a congressional

subcommittee meeting in January, when U.S. Rep. Buddy Carter, R-1, questioned EPA Deputy

Assistant Administrator Barry Breen about what has been holding up the work.

“It is completely unacceptable that this project has been allowed to drag on for more than 20 years,”

Carter said at the time. “The federal government needs to get to work on this project and complete it.

Revitalizing this area in Brunswick will open up new opportunities and this can only happen if the

settlements are completed.”
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The EPA maintains that cleaning up chlor-alkali sites like LCP have unique characteristics. The site

includes a 14-acre “highly alkaline caustic brine pool,” the result of pollutants mixing with the salty

water. Analysis from a 2016 effort to pump carbon dioxide into the pool to lower the pH showed

success in most testing wells.

Part of the site is already in reuse — Honeywell and Glynn County signed on to a $475,000 agreement

that resulted in use of 35 acres for the county jail.
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